C18045450 



R6UT I ME 



ACTION 



iiiiMffntfrn 

UNCLASSIFIED £j 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE ^ ' 
ARA/NEA REARCS RELEAS 



PAGE fft QF SI CARACA 
ACTION: UF iQV 

[HFO: DANS <0'l> RJ id! 

oas (oi! mm 

iHB)) DMR'Ol 



oji« oo qf (54 :eutsz D4zaeo 



SO?JV77 



ACTION ARA-30 



) ITIiPl) JMiflli JPH'OU ARA'Oli ffCffl!) 
I EPSC (04) DEPSCtOH CCC! FOOD PE >01i 
i iitPufli IltCV'Ol) BR'M> 

ITML'cZ A2 RD uCIAl COMES: KJi 



INFO 



IOC- JO 

os -as 

ADS-00 
PPS-ffff 
DDI -02 



ViED-00 
NSAf-Ofl 
P-JU 
G-00 



eCDE-fffl 
H - 133 
NSCEOQ 
SP-Ofl 

rfijc-3i 



ACS- DO 

IEDE-00 

OHB-01 

ISSfM 

NFsT-00 



UOHE-OO 
!W-ffO 

opic-ei 
f-oe 

SAS-00 



MEE-00 SPFP-30 



1JU-II 
PA -00 
PKB-00 



1-93 

PN-00 

OSCC-00 



■mm man ii& 



p 7ei j i 22 ocr sa 

FH AMEMEASSY CARACAS 
FO S£CS7fiIE WASHOC 2001 
INFO flJIEMBASSy BOGOTA 
AflEMBASSY OVUO 
AMEMBASSY I IMA 
AMEMBASSY I A PAZ 
CIA WASHDC 
tit A WASHliC 
USIA WASHDC 144o 
USCINCSO MIAMI Fl 
AMEMBASSY GEORGE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
L'SDOC WASHOC JIM 

IJNCLAS CfP.^CtS BBJIli 

E.O. I2SS3; N'A 
FAGS: PCOV. PREt- Iff 

SV8JEU: REGULATIONS REGARDING INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS 10 
VENETUELAN ELECTIONS 

). TOllBWING IS AN ENGLISH IRAKSlAIION OF THE REGULATIONS 
REGARDING THE ROLE. PRIVILESES. AND DUTIES OT INTERNATIONAL 
OBSERVERS 10 THE UPCOMING ELECTIONS IK VENEZUELA. THESE 
REGULATIONS WERE APPRDVEO RECENTLY BY THE NATIONAL ELECJOAAL 
COUNCIL (CNE). A COPY OF THE REGULATIONS WAS PRESENTED TO THE 
AMBASSADOR BY CNE PRESIDENT RAFAEL PAPRA PEPE2. ' 

2. Eft iH TEXT OF ENGLISH TRANSLATION: 

REGULATIONS REGARDING INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS TO VENEZUELAN 
ELECTIONS 

CHAPTER t: OBJECTIVE 



ARTICLE I 

THESE PECULATIONS WILL APPU IN AN OBLIGATORY MANNER TO IKE VARIOUS 
ACTIVITIES RELATED ID INTERNATIONAL OBSERVATION INFLECTIONS THAT 
TAKE PLACE IN THE REPUBLIC OF VENEiUELA. 

CHAPTER M: ON THE OBSERVATION PROCESS 



ARTICLE i 
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IN FULL 



INTERNATIONAL OBSERVATION Kill T«E ft AC? BY INVITAIJON Of IRE 
NATIONAL GOVEPN.1ENI T4R0UGH THE PRESIDENT Of IRE PiPM C< OP EY 
INUITATIOH Of THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL TO PERSONAL WES. 
GOVERNMENT REPRESENTATIVES. FOREIGN ORGANISATIONS AND INTERNATIONAL 

fcOtilES- TOR IKE PURPOSE OF OBSERVING A PARTICULAR ELECTION. 
!tt !.HE CASE THAI ANOTHER Wi ENIIT1Y. POllTICst PARTY OP 
pLUANCE. ORGAN i .'EI; COUP- OP FCKlCN GRGANIZATidl OR IhSlKiJiON. 



HAS AN INTEREST IN INVITING OR SENDING INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS' A 
PEOUESJ MUST BE MADE TO THE NATIONAL EIECTORAL COUNCIL. WO WILL 
DETERMINE THE HATJEA IN ACCORDANCE WITH WAT IS STIPULATED IN 
AfJIClES 7. AND 9 OF IHESE REGULATIONS. 

ARTICLE J 

THE 08SEPVAT ION OF ELECTIONS WILL OCCUR BY MEANS OF ACCREDITED 
OBSERVERS IN CONFORMITY WITH WHAT IS tSIAFjllSBEl) :N INESf 
REGUtATlONS. L'ENEZBEIAN CITIZENS CANNOT 8E DESIGNATED AS 
OBSERVERS. 

ARTICLE 4 

THE ACCREDITATION Of INIEPNAf IONAI OBSERVERS IS THE EXCLUSIVE 
DOMAIN OF IKE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. 

ARTICLE 5 

DURING CHE 'OBSERVATION PROCESS- THE NATIONAL EIECTORAL COUNCIL WILL 
PROVIDE All NECESSARY FACILITIES SO THAT INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS 
APE ABLE 10 CAPPY OUT THEIR MISSION. TO THAT EffECI. THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL CAN CALL TOR THE NECESSARY S0RP9PT FROM THE Ft ST 
OF THE STAIF BODIES IN ORDER TO COMPILE THE GBSEPVA1I0N MISSION. 

CHAPTER III: ON I HE OBSERVATION PERIOD 



SC7JJ77 



ARIICIE I 

INIEPNAF I ONAL OBSERVATION Of THE ELECTION PROCESS CAN START' 
IMMEDIATELY AflER RECEIVING THE CORRESPONDING INUiIATION AND 
ACCREDIIA) ION TROD IMF NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE AGREEMENT FINALIZED WITH EACH OBSERVATION MISSION. 

CHAPTER IV: ON THE INVITATIONS 



ARTICLE I 

in ihe Case that any other state eooy has an intepesi IN inciting 

INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS. IT WILL PETITION THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL ' 
COUNCIL. WHO WILL MATE THE FINAL DECISION REGARDING THE CASE. IF 
THE (JFCfSIDN IS FAVORABLE i THE INVITATION Will BE SENT WITH TNE 
KNOWLEDGE Of THE PETITIONER. 

ARTICLE i 

IF A POLITICAI PARIY. ALLIANCE OR DJHER ORGANIZED GROUP WISHES ID 
INVITE INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS. IHEY MUSI PETITION THE NATIONAL 



ELECTORAL COUNCIL. WHO Will MAKE THE FINAL DECISHON OH TNE CASE . 
IF THE DECISION IS fAVORANE* THE INUITAIION Will EE SENT WITH THE 
SNBWIEDGE OF THE PETITIONER. 

ARTICLES 

A FOREIGN GSGANUAT'GN OR INSTITUTION INTERESTED !N EE INC AN 

.OBSERVER-OLA FARUCDlAR..£lECr./ON MUST WRI TE-HE-NAIIONAl- ElECTORAL- 
COUNCll HO LESS THAN ONE it) MONTH BEFORE THAT ELECTION. SPECIFYING 
IKE REASDNS FDR ITS INTEPfSi AND THE CONDITIONS FOP THE TYPE OF 
OBSERVATION IT WISHES 10 CARRY OUT. AS VEIL AS ?Hf NJItfS OT THOSE 
WHO WILL REPRESENT :NF DPtAHIZAI I EN. I Hi NATIONAL El ECIORAt 
COUNCIL WILL KAIE A HECtSlOK WITH RESPECT TO THE PtMSt. !iS 

decision is final. 
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ARTICLE 10 

IHIlRliMiOJIAl OBSERVERS ARE DiUIDED INTO: 

U OFflCUilY I.WITEU ffiSE(«IPS; AND 
81 VISITING OBSERVERS. 

II IS L'P TO IDE NAT I OHM ELECTORAL COUNCIL 10 ESTABLISH AND 
ACCPiDIT iNSt'RNATIGNAL CESEPMERS UNDER EhCK CATEGORY. 

ARTICLE It 

wes ike ca1ec0ry of off iciaiev invited obsepveps api covepm^mt 
jepreseniativls. parliaments, e uc1 oral bodies, fohelgn 
insiuuiions and organizations, and personalities that nave been 
invited by the kationai eiecioral council, these observers will 
enjoy the facilities ano prefocal ives that the national eleceosal 
council and these pecl'l al ions gpaht then. chce accredited. 

ARIICIE VI 



UNDER THE CAIEGORY Of VISITING OBSIFVERS APE f OPE j CH PERSONAL HIES 
THAI HAVE BEEN IN l J!lEl) hi I HE REQUEST OF OTHER STATE ENTITIES. 
I'OEIIICAl PARTIES. ALLIANCES OP OTHER ORGAN/ZED GROUP OR FOREIGN 
INSI1UIION. THESE OBSERVERS VtlL ENJOY IHE FACILITIES AND 
PREROGATIVES THAI IHE NANONfcl ELECTORAL COUNCIL AND THESE 
RfCVAI I IONS if AH] THEN. ONCE AKRED! (Eft. 

CHAPIEP VI: ON IKE AGCPEEH TfillON 
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ARIICIE IJ 

EXEEPI rot VHAE IS STlPULAIEEi IN ARTICLE 9- ONCE THE INVITATION HAS 
BEEN RECEIVED. THE INVITEE MUST DECLARE IIS INTEREST IN OBSERVING 
THE ELECTIONS Wl IK IHE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL OR IHROUGH IHE 
PEPTINLNT VENEZUELAN DIPLOMATIC OFFICE. At Lf AST A ItONlH BEFORE THE 
CONCERNED ELECT ION. 

TV 1 1 CLE II 

ONCE IHE FORMALITIES iNlilCAIED HAVE BEEN COfPLETfD. IHE 
REPPESENTAIH'EiSl CF THE INVITED GROUP MUST ACCREDIT THErtSEI VES 
VIIH IKE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNGIL WO ViLL EliPOWER AN OFFICE TO 
ATIEMI 13 THE INlERNAf IOnAL OBSERVERS. 

ARTICLE IS 

IHf NATIONS! ELECTORAL COUNCII I/ILL ISSUE f«£ RESPECTIVE 
CREDENTIAL. DIFIERENT FOR EACH CAIEGWY OF INTERNA! IONAL OBSERVE P> 
UPON PRESENTATION CF IKE CORRESPONDING PEOUEST AND DOCUMENTS THAT 
OCKbll THAT PfKtW /IS A KfKXItWM Of XltCAU Of M minis 

FOREICN 1NSIITUTICN OF. ORGANIZATION. SAID CREDENTIAL BUST INCLUDE: . 

Al NAMES AND LAST NAMES OF THE RESPECTIVE OBSERVER; 
ft! ORGANIZATION OR iNSItluriON (3 WHICH THEY BELONG: 
C> MlfGOHY IN WHICH THEY HAVE BEEN ESTABLISHED; 
D) PHOTOGRAPH OF IHE EE ARE?: 

"El COijNTRY"OF"ORICIN;~ANO • .'. . 

Fl SlENATUfE Of THE PRESIDED I ANIl.DR THE I'ICEPPESIOENTS OF IHE 
NATIONAI EIECIORAL COUNCIL THIS CREDENT IAL MUSI BE WORN IN A 
VISIBLE ?LAC£ BY THE iNIEFNAT iONAl OBSERVER WHILE CARRYING OH 
HIS.HIF ACTIVITIES. 

CHAPTER VI:: ON THE RiGtiis ;r|i REPiCNSiSlHiEi OF iNiEPNATiGNsi 
OtStF'.-tRS 



ARTICLE lb 

OBSERVERS VILL ENJOY THE FOLLOWING RIGHTS: 
Al FREEDOM Of MOVEMENT I 

Ei fPEEIOII TO COMMUNICATE Wf IK ALL IKE POLITICAL PARTIES. 
ALLIANCES. SOCIAL ORGJiKI; AIIONS AND MEDIA; AND 
G< RIGHT IQ CE ATTENDED TC BY IMMIGRATION AND CUSTOMS OfffCIMS 
■ WHEN ENTERING AND EXITING IHE COUNTRY. 

ARTICLE 1) 

OFFICIALLY INVITED OBSERVERS. WITH THE PRIOR IHOHlEDGE AND 

AUTHORIZATION OF IHE NAT I ON Al ELECTORAL COUNCIL. WILL HAVE IHE 
FOtlOVIHC FACILITIES AND PPIROGAIIVES: 

Al ACCESS TO AREAS UEIERMINED BY THE NATIONAL EIECIORAL COUNCII > 
THE REGIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS- THE MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL COUNCltS, 
THE VOTING CENTERS. ANU IHE VOffNG TABLES. 
Ei SO PE CE T WE iNfORMAI iON EMANATING FROM THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL AND FROM THE OTHER DTPAFiHENTS INVOLVED IN COUNTING UOiES; 
tl 10 OEIAiN INfOEMAIION ON REPORTS AND COMAifllS ON IHE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS! 

01 10 OBSERVE CITIZENS. POLITICAL PARTIES A Nil ALLIANCES EXERCISING 
THEIR POLJfCAi FISHIS; 

Fi TO DESERVE THE PARTICSfAllON Of POLITICAL PARTY PEPRISENIATiVES 
IN THE ELECTORAL OGRANIZAllONS: AND 

fl IKE COVERAGE Of THE COSTS Of LODGING. MEAIS AND IRAKSR0P1A1 ION 
H INVITED BY IKE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL AND CHOSE INVKEO 
OFFICIAL OBSERVERS (ROM THE COUNTRIES BELONGING TO IHE SOUTH 
AMERICAN ASSOCIATION Of EIECIORAL BOOIES (QUITO PROTOCOL I AND TO 
THE INIERAMERICAN UNION Of EIECIORAL BODIES WNIOFFl. 

ARTICLE )i 

ViSllING OBSERVERS Will HAVE IHE FOLLOWING EACH HIES AND 
rajGAKVES: 

A' ACCESS 10 AREAS DETERMINED GY THE NAT J ON Al ELECTORAL CO-tfll! 
THE REGIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS. IKE MUNICIPAL ELECTORAL COUNCILS. 

Ike voting centers- ano ine mi we fables. 

Bi TO REGEIUE INFORMATION EMANATING FfiOtl IHE NATIONAL ELECTORAL 
COUNCIL AND FROM THE OTHER DE PAR I ME NTS INVOLVED IN COUNT INC VOTES; 
CI 10 OBSERVE CHfZEHtf- POLITICAL PARTIES A Nit ALLIANCES EXERCISING 

THEIR POLUCAL RIGHTS; 

tl 10 OBS:RVF IDE PARTICIPATION OF PQLITlCAi PARTY REPRESENTATIVES 
IN IHE ELECTORAL OGFAHIiAl IONS. 

mita IJ 

ALL INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS. IN THE COURSE Of (HEIR OBSERVATION 
illSSlOH IN VINEZVEIAN TEPRITORY- NECESSARILY MUST BE ACCOMPANIED BY 
OTFICIALS UESiGNAIEb BY THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL AND MUST 
COORDINATE THEIR ACTIViTES WITH THE RESPECT IVE OFFICE IN GHAPGE sNb 
WIIH THEIR ACCOMPANY INS OFFICIAL. 

AFIISLE .'fl 



Ai NO TIME WHL ANY Of THE OlFfi'FENF CAIEOGOfiiES CF INTERNATIONAL 
vESERVEPS il A61E !0 INTERFERE :K THE INTERNAL GAMERS Of THE 
WIlCHAL ELECTORAL CiKNCH. 

ifiAPTE? VIM: ON IKE REiWiStEUITlES OF mibPNAf ICKAL OBSERVERS 
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in addition 10 the fesponsibuites of mwMuii, hgn- 

INTEPfEPENCt, ^DEPENDENCE ADD CBJECTiVI TV THAT IS EXPECTED OF All 
IHIEPNATIOSM OBSERVERS IK AN EtECTION* 4CCRE0ITE6 WJST: 

Al RESPECT IKE CONSTITUTION Of iRt PEPTIC Of VENEZUELA' BEP 
LAWS. PULE$> AMD OTHER NORMS AW CRDEPS EMANATING (ROM STATE SOMES 
M IHE HMICNAl ElttfOPW COUNCIL 

E! REfPAIN fFGB ANV PPOSElVllJIJIS OP HEMCNSTPAflGN !N FA-'OP Of A 
POLITICAL PASTY OR SPEC TF IC CANDIDATE! 

U PfESEHI (HEIR AP»llWtlfl» FOR ACCDEdllAllOM WITH THE NATIONAL 
ELECTORAL COUNCIL PROU/DING THE NECESSARY PERSCNAl DA I A ANIi 
IDFSI If VlUG liOCOtTENTS.: 

l)i ABSIAIN FROM (SWEEPING OP B!OCHN& [HE DEUElOPilENT Of THE 
ELECTORAL PROCESS; 



El PEfPUN FORM DECLARING OP PUBLISH I HC PRELIMINARY RESULTS- 
PARTIAL OB TOTAL Of fHf ELECTIONS. OP DF THE SUCCESS OR DEFEAT OF 
ANY POLITICAL PARTY Of CANDIDATE; 

f> RETRAIN FROM EMITING DECLARATIONS HAT COULD BE DEN I CPA 1 INC' 
OFFENSIVE, DEFAMATORY OR INJURIOUS TO ETEClOPAl OfflCIALS OR BODIES 
OR OTHER GOvEPHNENUI. INSTl IUIIDNS: OP THAT SNIEPTEPE IN OP EL OCA 
THE iNtfESIIGAllON OF COMPlAlNIS OR REPORTS; AND 
CI CJVf H COPV TO 1H£ KAHONAl ELTCTCRAl COVNCH Of THEIR Pi PORTS 
AND WRITTEN D0MHENTS. 

ARTICLE 1! 

OFFICIALLY INVITED OBSERVERS KILT BE OBLIGATED TO CWWWICAIE TO 
ELECTORAL OfflClAtS THE SPECIF ll PROBLEMS THEY OBSERVED. 

ARTICLE VJ 

IN NO CASE WILL THE REP0P1S, COMPLAINTS, JMEMEMS* OPINIONS OR 
CONCLUSIONS Of INTERNATIONAL OBSERVERS- VHICR THIS CHAPIEP 
CONTRACTS- KAUE LEGAL EFTECT ON (HE ELEC10PAI PROCESS AND HS 
RESULTS. 

CHAPIEP IX: ON (HE CANCELATION Of ACCREDITATION 
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NS1IDNAI ElEClDRAl COUNCIL 10 ACCREDIT Off ICIAl CESlRVERS ACCORDING 
TO WHAT IS PERMITTED BV (HE LAVS AMD PROVISIONS Of EACH COUNTRY. 
IN THAT THERE IS MO OPPOSITION 10 THIS NORM. SAID DIPLOMATIC 

ttlSSIOHS WILL BE CLUDEu BY WAT IS SlIPSlAlEu IN THE ViEKMA 
CCNVENIION AND OTHER CONVENTIONS AHO INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS OH 
DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS. 

APTICLE It 

SA1TH !M THE BUDGET FOR INTERNATIONAL O&SERUEPS, THE HA 11 OHM 
ELECTOPAL COUNCIL WILL ASSUME THE COST Of AIR TRANSPORT, [ODE INC, 
MEALS m INTERNAL TRANSPORTATION ONIV FOP LHOSt OBSERVERS 
Off ICIAILY fNKIlEd BY (HE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL. 

ARTICLE 'iS 

FHf EXPENSES TO WHICH THE PREVIOUS ARTICLE PEFEPS APPLIES FOR FIVE 
DAYS KITH THE UNDERSTAND I KG THAT TNESE flUf DAYS ARf COMPRISED Of 
THE TWO DAYS BEFORE, THE TWO .'JAYS AfFEP, AND THE Mr Of THE 
CONCERNED ELECTION. 

APTICLE JO 



I NEST flfiULATlOAiS Will. CD ;NTO EFFECT 
IfAISTO 



ARTICLE i4 

THE NATIONAL ELECTORAL COUNCIL WILL BE ABU TO HVOt'E THE 
INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER ACCREDITATION Of ANY OFFICIAL THAT VIOLATES 
IHE NATIONAL CONSTITUTION' 1NESE PECULATIONS, OR THE OTHER 
VENEZUELAN if GAL NORMS, AND Will NOTIFY IN MR! TINE TO THE 
INSTITUTION 10 WHICH HE/SHE BELONGS IHE REASONS FOR THE REVOCATION, 

APTICLE 

If A POLITICO PARTY OR ALLIANCE 'Hi THIiRfiWS FROH THE ELECTIONS OR 
DOES SOT PRESENT CANDIDATES, THE STATUS Of INTERNATIONAL OBSERVER 
OF THOSE WWfEO BY 'OtlTICAL PARI if S OR AlilANCES Will EE 
CANCELED. 

ARTICLE 26 

THE OBSEPVEP WHOSE iCCJEDlTATION IS PEUSHti. Wilt IMMEDIATELY LCSE 
Ail-HlS-RlGHTS-AND PREfOCATlVES-AS- SUCH-AND iilit- HAi/f-IO >£A : .t THE- 
COWRY WlTliSH li Km OF NOT If I CAT I OH. 
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ARTICLE 21 

i.amr.ui [liPioitATiC MiiSiOfo in -miVM Wiii be '^J^I^L^gg jp 
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